[Multiple organ failure following severe acute pancreatitis: its clinically patterns and pathogenetic factors].
To detect the clinical course and possible pathogenetic factors of multiple organ failure (MOF) after severe acute pancreatitis (SAP), we investigated retrospectively 70 consecutive patients with SAP for a 16-year period. Two different patterns of MOF were identified: rapid-single phase MOF developed early after SAP attack, and delayed tow-phase MOF developed progressively and sequentially with a lag phase. The clinical course of MOF was characterized by a severely systemic inflammatory response. Clinical variables associated with the evolution of MOF included early circulatory shock, pancreatic sepsis and severe pancreatic necrosis, which might be the leading one. It is suggested that the generalized inflammatory response triggered by the toxic focus seems to be the final common pathway linking SAP with MOF syndrome.